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Goldwater Favors Killing M] 
Freezing Military Spending 


STAT 


New Armed Services Chief Cites Deficit 


By Fred Hiatt 
and George C. Wilson 

Washington Post Staff Writers 

Sen. Barry Goldwater (R-Ariz.), 
in line to be chairman of the Senate 
Armed Services Committee, said > 
this week that President Reagan 
should freeze military spending at | 
last year’s level as a contribution 
toward deficit reduction and should 
give up on the MX missile. 

Goldwater’s remarks represent a : 
reversal of fortune for the Pentagon 
and White House, which on major 
issues could almost always count on 
the vote of his predecessor, outgo- 
ing Chairman John G. Tower (R- 
Tex.). 

Goldwater said he will support 
the military from his powerful new 

position but wants to reduce the I 
size of the Pentagon staff and rein , 
in defense contractors who until 
now “pretty much wrote their tick- 
et." 

The former presidential candi- 
date, 75, known for his bluntness as 
well as his conservative views, said 
becoming chairman of the military 
committee during what he has an- 
nounced will be his last two years in 
the Senate represents “the biggest 
challenge that I have had” there and 
caps a career that included 37 years 
of active and reserve military duty. 
During an interview Tuesday, he 
sat at a desk bare of papers but dis- 


playing a sign reading "Air Force | 
Spoken Here.” On the walls hang 
scores of models of military air- 
planes thSt Goldwater has piloted. 

Goldwater, despite his sympathy 
for the military, departed sharply 
from administration orthodoxy dur- 
ing the interview by saying that the 
Pentagon can get along without 
more money and without the MX 
missile. Defense Secretary Caspar 
W. Weinberger has said that de- 
fense spending should rise from 
$293 billion in fiscal 1985 to about 
$334 billion in fiscal 1986. 

“They can live with it,” Goldwa- 
ter said. “They won’t be happy. Nei- 
ther will the post office be happy 
with the same money they got. Nei- 
ther will my secretary be happy 
with the same money she got. But 
you can’t keep pumping out money 
you don’t have.” 

Goldwater said that he expects 
Congress to kill the MX. The 10- 
warhead nuclear missile is the cen- 
terpiece of the administration’s 
. strategic modernization program, 
but Congress balked at funding it 
last year. A new vote is scheduled 
for this spring, but the Arizonan 
said jhe hopes Reagan "would not 
pushrhis tWng." 

“Just let the Congress vote yes or 
no, and then forget about it,” Gold- 
water said. “I don’t think he can win 
it, so why get your ass knocked off. 
You don’t go out and pick a fight if 
you’re going to lose.” 

Goldwater said he has supported | 
the MX until now. If the Air Force j 
had called it "Minuteman IV,” he j 
said, making it seem like a modifi- 1 
cation of existing missiles rather 
than a new system, it would be built 


by now. But he said that “my heart 
has never been in” the MX. 

“I’m not one of these freeze-the- 
nuke nuts,” he said. “But I think we 
have enough, I think they have 
more than enough, and I don’t see 
.any big sense in going ahead build- 
ing.” 

Goldwater. who will take over 
Armed Services becaus e Towe r 
retires this ye ar, wiffhave to give 
“P... hjs chairmanshi p of The Selec t 
Committee jon lntel^ His ten - 
ur e there left him with no fondne ss 
for that p anel, howeyer. 

“I think the intellieence peop le 
should be left alone,” he said . 

He said he believes that the in- 
telligence oversight cttmmittees in 
the House and Senate should h e' 
scrapped or, at the least, mer ged 
into one joint committee . 

The Senate Armed Services 
Committee traditionally, has been : 
the Pentagon’s best friend in the ' 
legislature, but some officials be- 
lieve that its character is changing. 
Tower’s resignation and the death 
in 1983 of the committee’s ranking 
Democrat, Sen. Henry M. Jackson 
(D-Wash.), deprived the panel of i 
two of its steadier and more con- I 
servative voices. 

Goldwater has said he will not 
seek reelection when his term ex- 
pires in 1986, making Sen. John W. 
Warner (R-Va.) the likely chairman 
if the Republicans retain control of 
the Senate, since the ranking Re- 
publican, Sen. Strom Thurmond 
(R-S.C.), already chairs the Judicia- 
ry Committee. The Democrats on 
the panel now include a number of 
Pentagon- critics of varying political 
stripes, iruiluding Sens. Sam Nunn 
(Ga.), G^ry Hart (Colo.), Carl M. 
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Levin (Mich.) and Edward M. Ken- 
nedy (Mass.). 

The panel agreed last year to 
reexamine the oft-studied issue of 
Pentagon reorganization. Goldwa- 
ter said he believes that change is 
needed in the way the Defense De- 
partment operates, but said he does 
not know what form it should take. 

“It’s the whole goddam Penta- 
gon,” he said. “I don’t think it should 
take 22,000 people to run the 
whole hierarchy of the military.” 

While saying he does not neces- 
sarily support reform of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff— often cited as too 
weak to curb costly rivalries among j 
the Army, Navy, Air Force and Ma- | 
rines— (Joldwater said that the joint i 


staff is too large. 

“Why it takes so goddam many 
men to sum up the thinking and dis- 
cussion of four men who meet may- 
be three times a week, I don’t 
know,” he said. “But there’s too 
many good military men tied up in 
the Pentagon who ought to get 
their asses out and go back out in 
the field.” 

froldwater said he strongly sup - 
ports continued CIA aid to the 
“ contra" rebels in Nicaragua but 
believes that Congress will not ap- 
p rove such ai d.'lHie said he believes 
that the administration is following 
a wise course in Central America. 

“I think we have to do anything 


we can,” he said. "That’s the one 
place I would not hesitate to send 
troops.” 

Goldwater restated his belief that 
the United States has “lost the last 
two wars” in Korea and Vietnam, 
because of civilian interference in 
the military conduct of those wars. 
Future wars, he said, should be left 


to military officers who know how 
to fight. 

But he said the military has not 
done well in managing the procure- 
ment of weapons. He said he will 
approve creation of a new subcom- j 
mittee on procurement, to be 
chaired by Sen. Dan Quayle (R- 
Ind.), and will urge the services to 
train officers specifically for man- 
agement functions. 

“My principal effort’s going to be 
in the area of getting costs down,” 
he said. “The so-called armaments 
industry has been through a long, 
long period of carte blanche where 
they pretty much wrote their ticket | 
.... I think the industry has al- 
ready gotten the idea that we re 
going to be a little tough to get 
along withj” 

Goldwater acknowledged, in fact, 
that everyone might find him a little 
tough to get along with. While nat- 
urally disposed toward the military, 
he said, he also will not shy away 
from a fight. 

“I may not fill the role as diplo- 
matically as John Tower did, he 
said, smiling. “I’d much rather go to 
a man and say, ‘What in the hell is j 
your problem?’ " 
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